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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  ANNUAL  REPORT,  1925 

(SURVEY  REPORT). 


Mr.  CHAIRMAN  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I  beg  to  present,  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1925,  and  from  its  contents  you  will  see  that  the 
health  of  the  district  has  been  satisfactory.  During  the  year  there  have  been  51  deaths  and  85  births, 
making  the  Death  Rate  1 1  '57  per  1,000  population.  This  is  lower  than  the  previous  year.  The  Birth 
Rate,  I8'22  per  1,000  population,  remains  about  the  same,  and  the  Infantile  Mortality  is  exceptionally 
lower  than  that  of  England  and  Wales. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

The  district  extends  from  Maise  Beck,  in  the  north-west  of  the  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  to 
Barforth,  in  the  south-east  of  the  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  a  distance  of  32  miles.  It  varies  in  width 
from  3  to  9  miles,  having  an  area  oE  96,305  acres  or  150-4743  square  miles.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north¬ 
west  by  the  Appleby  Rural  District,  on  the  south  by  the  Reetli  Rural  District,  and  on  the  south-east  by 
the  Richmond  Rural  District: 


For  the  purpose  of  comparison  the  district  is  divided  into  the  north-west  and  south-east  Startforth 
sub-districts.  North-west  Startforth  extends  from  Cronkley  Fell  to  Lartington,  a  distance  of  15  miles, 
and  includes  the  Parishes  of  Cotherstone,  llolwick,  liunderthwaite,  Lartington,  Lunedale,  Mickleton,  and 
Roinaldkirk.  The  area  of  this  sub-district  is  53,399  acres  ;  the  population  in  1911  was  2,387  ;  number  of 
inhabited  houses  573,  which  gives  a  rate  of  4TS7  persons  per  house.  Thousands  of  acres  of  moorland  in 
this  district  are  situated  in  very  wild  and  exposed  positions,  making  them  quite  unfit  for  habitation.  The 
density  of  the  population  is  so  sparse  that  there  are  22'37  acres  per  person. 

The  altitude  above  the  sea  level  of  the  different  parts  of  the  sub-district  in  feet  is  as  follows  : — 
Lunehead,  1,450;  Cronkley  Farm,  1,200;  near  Carnigill,  1,180;  Iiury,  1,036;  Bowbank,  1,000;  llolwick, 
800;  Middleton  Station,  770  ;  Romaldkirk  Station,  740  ;  Lartington,  680  ;  and  Cotherstone,  640. 

The  chief  occupation  is  agriculture  in  the  form  of  cattle  breeding,  pasturage  and  cultivation  of 
meadow  land.  Owing  to  the  weather  conditions  usually  prevailing  in  the  springs  and  autumns,  tillage  is 
only  a  varied  sirccess.  The  whinstone  quarries  situated  near  Middleton  Station  and  Park  End  give 
employment  to  some  300  or  400  men  in  the  surrounding  neighbourhood. 


Near  the  extreme  north-west  of  the  district  is  situated  Mickle  Fell,  the  highest  mountain  in  York¬ 
shire — 2,591  feet  in  height. 

South-east  Startforth  extends  from  Old  Spital  to  Barforth,  a  distance  of  17  miles,  and  includes  the 
parishes  of  Barforth,  Barningham,  Boldron,  Bowes,  Brignall,  Egglestone  Abbey,  Gilmonby,  Hope,  Hutton, 
Ovington,  Rokeby,  Scargill,  Startforth,  Wyeliffe  and  Thorpe.  The  area  is  42,906  acres  ;  population  in 
1911  was  2,542;  and  the  humber  of  inhabited  houses' 565,  giving  a  rate  of  4’499  persons  per  house. 
Density  of  population  is  only  1  person  for  16-87  acres.  The  altitude  above  the  sea  level  of  the  sub-district 
varies  in  feet  from  Old  Spital,  1,460;  Stang  Inn,  over  1,100  ;  Bowes,  900  ;  Barningham  and  Startforth, 
650;  Hutton,  460;  Ovington,  440;  and  Barforth,  300.  The  chief  occupations  are  sheep  and  cattle 
breeding,  pasturage,  tillage  and  cultivation  of  meadow  land.  Limestone  quarries,  near  Bowes,  give 
occupation  to  many  men  in  the  surrounding  district,  and  the  rope  and  twine  factory  at  Startforth  employs 
between  100  and  200  men  and  women  from  the  immediate  neighbourhood. 

Area  (acres) 

Population  (1925)... 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1925)  ... 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (1925) 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £252 

Poor  Law  Relief  ...  ...  ...  ...  £380 

Extract  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year. 


96,305 
4,665 
1,187 
1,144 
£88,335 
17s.  10d. 
12s.  3d. 


TOTAL. 
■  80 


MALES.  FEMALES. 

Births  (  Legitimate  -  80  -  42  -  38  1  m  ,  R  (  }  _  |822 

1  Illegitimate  -  5  -  1  -  4  J  v  ' 

Deaths  -  -  -  54  -  26  -  28  Death  Rate  (r.g.)  -  11  57 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  Child-birth,  from  Sepsis,  0  ;  other  causes,  0. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age,  per  1,000  births 
Legitimate  :  M.  0  ;  F.  1  ;  Illegitmate  :  m.  0 ;  F.  0.  Total 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

,,  .,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

,  ,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 


1L76 

1 

0 

0 

0 


Birth  Rate,  iJeath  Rate,  Infantile  Mortality,  compared  with  Rates  of  England  and  Wales. 

BIuth  Kate  Death  Kate  Infantile  Mortalitt 

Per  1,000  Pop.  per  1,000  Pop.  per  1,000  Births. 

18'3  ...  12-2  ...  75 

District  ...  ..  1822  ...  1157  ...  1L57 


England  and  Wales 


Comparison  of  District  Birth  and  Death  Dates  with  preceding  years — 1920  to  1925. 

Year  1925.  Year  1924.  Year  1923.  Year  1922.  Year  1921.  Year  1920. 

Birth  Rate  ...  1822  ...  177  ...  2118  ...  15  23  ...  20  39  ...  251 

Death  Rate  ...  1157  ...  13  81  ...  9  81  ...  13  30  ...  15  21  ...  L7  5 

Infantile  Mortality  ...  IP57  ...  25'31  ...  49  01  ...  81'5  ...  917  ...  791 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 


PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME:  (a)  General  ;  (b)  For  Infectious  Disease. 

(a)  General. — There  are  four  District  Nursing  Associations,  each  having  a  Nurse  with  a 
Midwifery  qualification,  and  who  are  available  both  to  members  and  non-members  of  the  Association  at  a 
small  fee.  These  Associations  are  financed  by  members’  subscriptions  and  non-members’ fees,  and  a  grant 
from  the  County  Council. 

(b)  Fur  Infectious  Disease. — None  in  the  district. 

MIDWIVES. — Those  practising  in  the  district  belonging  to  the  above  Associations. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  ( Consultation  and  Treatment). — None  in  the  district. 
Day  N urseries  and  School  Clinics. — None  in  the  district. 


TUBERCULOSIS. — Dispensaries  available  for  treatment  of  Tubercular  Cases  by  the  County 
Council  at  the  Rutson  Hospital,  Northallerton  ;  8,  Hawthorne  Terrace,  South  Bank  ;  152,  Victoria  Road, 
Scarborough. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES.— Clinics  at 
Hospital,  Scarborough  Hospital. 


Darlington  General  Hospital,  Leeds  Infirmary,  York  County 


HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  TIIE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  OR  BY  THE 

COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


1. 


3. 

4. 


5. 


Tuberculosis  Sanatorium  Beds  provided  by  the 

(а)  Adults — Bidmonary  Tuberculosis  : 

(б)  Children — A7 on-Surgieal  Tuberculosis  : 

(c)  Children — Surgical  Tuberculosis  : 

(d)  Children — Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis :  - 


County  Council  : 

M. 

F. 

Wensleydale  Sanatorium,  Aysgarth 

3  .. 

..  11 

Wolsingham  Sanatorium,  Co.  Durham 

0  .. 

.  4 

Eastby  Sanatorium,  Skipton 

3 

.  0 

Stockton  and  Thornaby  Hospital 

1  .. 

.  0 

Morris  Grange  Sanatorium  ... 

52  beds 

Stannington  Sanatorium 

15 

>) 

Maternity. — None. 


Children  . — None. 

Fever. — Isolation  Hospital  situated  within  (he  district,  and  supported  wholly  by  the  Council, 
consisting  of  3  wards  of  3  beds  each  in  separate  blocks,  used  for  Scarlet  Fever,  and  Diphtheria 
cases.  A  Nurse- Caretaker  lives  in  a  separate  block  adjacent  to  the  wards,  and  is  in  constant 
charge,  the  M.O.II.  being  medical  superintendent. 

Small  Pox. — In  the  event  of  an  outbreak  the  above  Isolation  Hospital  will  be  converted  into  a  Small 
Pox  Hospital,  and  all  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  etc.,  occurring  in  the  district  will  be 
isolated  and  treated  at  the  Barnard  Castle  Rural  District  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 


Any  Institutional  provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegitimate  Children  and  Homeless  Children 
in  the  district. — The  Workhouse  Hospital  at  Barnard  Castle  is  available  for  such  cases. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — ( a )  For  Infectious  Cases,  1  Ambulance  (Horse). 

(b)  For  Non-Infectious  and  Accident  Cases,  none. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. —The  staff  consists  of  a  part-time  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  who  holds  the  Diploma  in  Public  Health  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 
and  who  is  also  M.O.II.  to  the  Barnard  Castle  Rural  District  Council.  Grants  are  made  to  his  salary  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health. 

A  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor,  who  is  a  whole-time  officer  and  holds  the  Certificate  of  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute.  He  has  been  appointed  Inspector  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations, 
1921.  Half  of  his  salary  is  paid  by  the  Council  and  half  by  the  Council  Council.  There  are  no  Special 
Nurses  or  Health  Visitors,  but  Lady  Health  Visitors  emplojed  by  the  County  Council  visit  the  district  if 
necessary. 

List  of  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-Laws,  etc. — Building  Bye-Laws,  adopted  10th  June,  1914. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops,  1915. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water. — Cotherstone  and  Lartington  villages  receive  their  water  supply  direct  from  the  main  pipe 
of  the  Tees  Valley  Water  Board  as  it  passes  through  on  its  way  to  supply  Stockton  and  Middlesbrough. 
The  water-works  of  the  above  Board  consists  of  two  reservoirs  which  are  situated  at  Baldersdale  and 
Grassholme  in  this  district.  The  former  has  a  holding  capacity  of  1,322  million  of  gallons  and  drains 
an  area  of  10,109  acres.  The  latter  one  holds  1,300  million  gallons  and  drains  an  area  of  18,900  acres. 
The  supply  is  constant,  and  the  quality  excellent.  Startforth  village  is  supplied  from  the  Barnard 
Castle  Urban  District  reservoir.  Bowes  village  has  an  excellent  supply  of  spring  water  pumped  up 
to  a  reservoir  by  duplicate  hydraulic  pumps,  and  from  it  a  main  serves  the  village  by  means  of  water 
standards.  Other  Parishes  are  supplied  from  wells  with  pumps  attached.  Mickleton  and  Romaldkirk 
have  at  present  under  consideration  the  desirability  of  obtaining  a  supply  from  the  above  water-works 
as  its  main  passes  through  these  villages. 


Scnvcnging. — Start  forth  is  t  lie  only  village  whore  scavenging  is  undertaken  by  the  Council 
and  the  work  is  let  out  to  a  contractor.  The  work  is  carried  out  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  1  consider  it. 
advisable  that  (Jotherslouo  village  should  also  have  its  scavenging  undertaken  by  the. Council.  It  is 
largely  frequented  in  the  summer  and  autumn  months  by  visitors  and  every  precaution  in  this  respect 
should  be  taken  l<>  prevent  insanitation.  In  other  parts  of  the  district  the  occupants  are  responsible 
for  the  removal  of  excreta  and  the  cleansing  of  privies.  Periodical  supervision  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  of  all  privies  and  closets  under  these  circumstances  is  carried  out.  In  the  case  of 
cesspools  there  appears  to  ho  a  laxity  in  cleansing  same,  and  firm  action  has  in  some  cases  been 
necessary. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — On  the  whole  observations  and  circumstances  would  seem  to  indicate 
that  (lie  rivers  and  streams  in  the  district  are  remarkably  free  from  solid  and  other  pollution. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — -Reviewing  t lie  drainage  and  sewerage  conditions  of  the  district 
as  a  whole,  much  ground-work  yet  requires  to  be  done. 

To  the  parishes  of  Mickleton,  Rom  aid  kirk,  Cotherstoim,  Rowes,  Rarningham  and  part  of 
Nlartforth,  proper  sewers  and  disposal  plants  are  provided.  In  one  or  two  of  the  above  cases,  the 
sewers  themselves  are  badly  in  need  of  replacement  and  renewal.  In  some  parts  the  sewers  are  very 
defective.  The  disposal  plants,  too,  are  in  need  of  renovation.  It  is  to  he  hoped  that  attention  to 
these  pressing  needs  will  he  fruitful,  so  that  a  high  standard  of  sanitary  convenience  may  be  attained. 

The  district,  otherwise,  is  far  behind  in  proper  sanitary  arrangements,  to  which  close 
attention  must  be  given  to  bring  premises  up  to  modern  ideas  and  service. 

Schools. —  On  the  whole  tho  sanitary  conditions  of  the  schools,  taking  into  consideration  the 
general  circumstances  familiar  in  Rural  Areas,  are  fairly  good.  One  report  has  been  issued  during 
the  year  respecting  Lartington  School.  In  this  case  the  sanitary  arrangements  were  of  an  obsolete 
nature.  Another  school  is  under  review,  that  of  Rokeby,  with  regard  to  sanitary  arrangements, 
heating  and  water  supply.  This,  however,  has  extended  into  the  year  1920. 

Memorandum  on  Closure  of  and  Exelusion  from  School,  1025. — There  is  nothing  of  a  serious 
nature  that  calls  for  attention  under  the  above  memorandum.  Close  co-operation  is  being  maintained 
between  the  authorities  concerned,  and  every  precaution  and  power  is  being  taken  advantage  of. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. — The  workshops  and  work  places  have  been  periodically 
inspected  and  special  report  lias  been  forwarded  to  the  proper  authorities,  and  on  the  whole,  found 

satisfactory. 

Housing. 

Housing. — As  in  other  districts  housing  is  a  pressing  problem,  as  it  affects  greatly  the  proper 
working  of  the  Housing  Acts.  No  action  of  a  decisive  nature  can  lie  embarked  upon  till  a  leeway 
is  gained  in  the  number  of  houses  available  in  the  district.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  an  attempt 
is  being  made  to  assist  private  enterprise  in  building,  by  the  assistance  of  the  Government  Subsidy. 
Two  houses  have  been  completed  this  year  without  assistance,  and  two  are  nearing  completion  under 
the  subsidy  scheme.  Applications  for  the  Government  Subsidy  have  been  made  for  two  more  houses, 
but  this  does  not  in  any  way  satisfy  or  fill  the  gap  in  housing,  as  the  demand  exceeds  the  supply. 

Generally  speaking,  overcrowding  is  not  on  a  large  scale,  the  crux  of  the  situation  being  that 
the  houses  are  very  old  and  defective,  and  need  replacing  on  modern  lines.  One  case  of  overcrowding 
was  reported  at  Hutton  Magna,  and  in  this  case  a  closing  order  was  served. 

Fitness  of  Houses. — The  general  standard  of  housing  in  the  area  is  not  high.  Many  of  the 
houses,  built  before  the  era  when  damp  prevention  by  damp-proof  courses  was  known,  are  subject  to 
the  worst  of  all  evils  in  houses — that  of  dampness.  Another  evil  is  that  of  lack  of  proper  sanitary 
conveniences  in  the  shape  of  sink  washing  accommodation.  Much  of  the  slop-water  is  thrown  on 
the  ground  adjoining  the  house,  causing  insanitary  areas.  Lack  of  paved  concrete  areas  to  dwellings 
constitute  another  evil.  Want  of  proper  drains  and  gullies  (which  would  eradicate  the  slop-water 
habit)  is  also  in  evidence.  Structural  repairs  are  often  left  too  late  on  the  part  of  owners  to  many 
of  the  houses,  this  being  due  to  lack  of  proper  attention.  Action  has  chiefly  been  taken  under  the 
Health  Acts  to  remedy  the  above,  and  action  has  only  been  taken  under  the  Housing  Acts  where 
necessary,  which  I  am  pleased  to  say,  lias  not  been  often. 

Byelaws. — The  present  byelaws  now  in  force  in  the  district  are  inadequate  to  cope  with  and 
utilise  the  progress  that  is  being  made  every  year  in  Sanitary  Science.  Work  requiring  to  be  done 
under  the  present  byelaws  is  practically  out-of-date  as  soon  as  the  work  (required  to  be  done)  is 
completed.  It  is  therefore  necessary  that  in  order  to  remedy  this  present  anomaly  the  present 
byelaws  be  revised  as  early  as  possible. 

General. — It  will  have  been  noticed  that  the  year  1925  lias  brought  one  or  two  important  changes 
to  bear  on  the  district  They  give  fair  indication  of  the  times  in  which  we  are  living  and  to  which 
modern  legislation  is  tending.  Consecutively,  the  changes  in  the  form  of  new  legislation  are  Rural 
District  Council’s  (Slaughter  Houses)  Order  1924,  which  became  operative  on  the  first  day  of  the 
year.  This  order  brings  into  operation  the  same  powers  that  are  vested  in  Urban  Authorities 
respecting  slaughter  houses.  These  powers  have  been  fully  made  use  of  and  the  premises  in  which 
cattle  is  slaughtered  have  been,  and  are  being,  brought  up-to-date  within  the  district. 

In  conjunction  with  the  above  may  be  mentioned  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  1921, 
which  came  into  force  1st  April,  1925.  One  (animal)  carcase  was  condemned  as  unfit.  Also  mention 
may  be  made  that  the  Housing  Acts  1890 — 1923  have  now  been  consolidated  into  the  Housing,  Etc. 
Act  1925.  This  became  operative  1st  September,  1925. 


Housing  Statistics  for  the  Year  1925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

( <> )  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  )  ...  2 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(ij  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  '  ...  nil 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  nil 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling-houses. 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  ....  ...  ...  ...  223 

(2;  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and  rcorded  under  the 
Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  .  .  ...  ...  2 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 

preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

2.  Reined]!  of  defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consecpience  of  informal  action  by  the 

Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  J925. 

( 1)  N  umber  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 


attention  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 

notices : — 

(n)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

fib)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  became 

operative  in  pursuance  of  declaration  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  nil 

B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied...  ...  ...  ...  172 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service 

of  formal  notices  : — 

(«)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 

(6)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  nil 

C. — Poceedings  under  sections  11,  14,  and  15  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  1 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  nil 


Summary  of  Work  executed  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department 


during  the  year. 

Sanitary  Administration. 

Informal  notices  under  Sec.  91,  P.H.A.  1S75  ...  ...  172 

Statutory  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Preliminary  notices  under  P.H.  Acts  ...  ...  ...  51 

Notices  complied  with  (approximate)  ...  ...  ...  140 

New  Sanitary  pipe  drains  laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

New  water  closets  put  in  ...  .  .  ...  ...  3 

New  ashclosets  and  pail  closet  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Structural  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Offensive  privies  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Plans  passed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Closet  Accommodation. 

New  water  closets  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ..  3 

W.C.’s  in  district  end  1924  ...  ..  ...  ...  172 

Ash  closets  do.  do.  ...  ...  ...  ...  352 

Pail  closets  do.  do.  ...  ...  ...  ...  158 

Ashpit  privies  do.  ...  ...  ...  ...  485 


Rural  District  Councils  (Slaughter  Houses)  Order,  1924  t— There  are  7  registered  slaughter 
houses  in  the  district.  Under  the  new  powers  (given  under  heading)  now  delegated  to  Rural  Authorities 
5  notices  have  been  served  under  the  order,  4  of  which  have  been  complied  with,  bringing  the  premises 
up  to  modern  requirements. 

One  carcase  has  been  condemned -as  unfit  for  human  food. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1925  (Commencement  of  Operation)  Order, 
1925. — Under  the  above  order  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  came  into  force  on  the  1st 
day  of  September,  1925. 


There  are  now  3S  registered  cowkeepers  in  the  district.  Under  existing  orders  and  regulations, 
many  were  found  not  to  be  up  to  the  standard,  25  notices  have  been  served  respectively  requesting  works 
of  a  structural  nature  to  be  done.  Most  have  been  complied  with,  and  the  rest  are  in  course  of  being 
complied  with.  Jt  would  appear  that  a  chief  source  of  complaint  is  the  lack  of  proper  provision  for  the 
reception  of  manure  and  general  cleanliness  of  the  premises.  Stricter  control  on  these  points  must  be 
exercised. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


(a)  Milk  Supply. — The  milk  supply  of  the  district  reaches  a  fairly  high  standard.  It  being  an 
agricultural  area  this  is  not  surprising.  The  hulk  of  the  milk  produced,  however,  is  sent  wholesale  to 
the  larger  towns  of  the  north.  This  being  so.  the  administration  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation) 
Act,  11)25,  and  (lie  Milk  and  Dairies  Act  1022,  has  been  exercised  to  the  full.  (See  under  Sanitary 
Administration.)  Yet  there  is  much  to  be  done  in  this  important  branch  of  the  Health  Department. 
The  lack  of  knowledge  that  prevails  on  such  an  important  subject  as  milk  and  its  production,  and  the 
scope  of  increasing  it  as  an  important  food  factor  of  the  nation  is  very  little.  The  only  solution  would  be 
mass  propaganda  and  the  use  of  that  important  function,  public  opinion.  The  new  regulations  now 
under  consideration  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  designed  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Consolidation)  Act  1925,  will  be  gratifying  in  this  respect. 

(i.)  In  the  ease  of  tuberculosis  cattle,  where  found,  these  ;fre  isolated  from  the  milking  herd,  and 
if  in  advanced  condition  destroyed.  This  is  a  very  dillieult  problem,  and  requires  great  care  in  handling. 

(ii.)  No  licenses  have  been  granted  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1923. 


(b)  Meat. —  (i  )  Under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  periodic  inspection  of  meat  is 
carried  out.  The  slaughtering  of  cattle  takes  place  at  periodic  times  throughout  the  district  (forms  on 
which  times  are  stated  being  sent  in  by  the  butchers),  which  enables  a  thorough  examination  to  take 
place.  Condemned  meat  and  carcases  are  destroyed  where  found.  The  standard  of  cattle  killed  for 
human  consumption  is  good.  No  cattle  are  killed  above  1^  to  2  years,  which  does  not  allow  of  any 
disease  taking  hold. 


(ii.)  One  or  two  cautions  have  been  necessary 
other  respects  such  as  shops  and  stores,  these  are  not  u 
points  will  need  careful  watching  and  attention. 

Registered  Slaughter-houses 
Licensed  ., 

Total 


regarding  vehicles  carrying  meat  for  food.  In 
p  to  a  standard  they  might  approach.  These 

In  1920.  In  January,  1925.  In  December,  1925. 

7  7  7 

0  0  0 

7  7  7 


(a).  Other  Foods. — Butter  making  is  carried  on  in  the  district  to  a  fairly  large  extent. 
Rigorous  control  needs  to  be  exercised  with  respect  to  dairies  where  butter  is  made.  Under  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1925,  operating  from  1st  September,  1925,  powers  arc  given  whereby 
much  can  be  done  to  eliminate  those  conditions  that  tend  to  lessen  the  nutritive  value  of  such  an 
important  food.  See  Milk  Supply.  No  comment  is  necessary  in  respect  to  other  food  produced  in  the 
district,  which  is  small. 


Prevalence  of,  and  control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 


Review  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Disease,  1920  to  1924. 


Disease. 

Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Pneumonia 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Erysipelas 
Small  Pox 


Year  1920. 

8 

12 

l 

11 

1 

0 

0 

0 


Year  1921. 

0 

5 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 


Year  1922. 
0 
3 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


Year  1923. 
4 
15 
0 
10 
0 
1 
2 
0 


Year  1924. 
2 
19 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
0 


Diphtheria  Antitoxin  Serum  is  supplied  to  Medical  Practitioners  practising  in  the  district,  when 
required,  by  the  District  Council.  Pathological  and  Bacteriological  examinations  are  made  for  Medical 
Practitioners  practising  in  the  district  by  the  School  of  Medicine,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  at  the  Council’s 
expense.  Influenza  Vaccines  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
distribution  to  the  Medical  Practitioners.  Provision  ol  drugs  and  outfits  for  Pathological  examinations 
arc  provided  by  the  County  Council  for  cases  of  Venereal  Disease  Act,  1917.  No  use  has  been  made  of 
the  Schick  and  Dick  tests  or  of  the  recently  developed  artificial  methods  of  immunization  against 
Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever.  A  portable  steam  disinfecting  apparatus  is  available  for  the  cleansing  and 
disinfecting  of  clothing  and  belongings  of  verminous  persons  and  for  the  disinfection  of  premises  and 
articles  which  have  been  exposed  to  infection.  There  have  been  no  return  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1925. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Small  Pox 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

4 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

Epidemic  Encephalitis 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

3 

— 

Other  Diseases,  generally  notifiable  ... 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases,  notifiable  locally 

— 

— 

Total  Deaths. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  TOTAL  CASES  NOTIFIED. 


Under  Years  65 

Notifiable  Diseases.  , - * - v  and  Total 

1  2  3  4  5  10  15  20  35  45  55  over 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  1  —  —  —  11  —  1  —  —  —  -  4 

Epidemic  Encephalitis  -------1---  _  p 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  1  1  —  1  -  3 


All  the  above  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  of  a  mild  type.  There  was  no  evidence  of  overcrowding 
in  the  houses  in  which  they  occurred.  There  have  not  been  any  cases  of  Opthalmia  Neonatorum  notified 
during  the  year. 


DEATHS  FROM  NON-N OTIFIA RLE 

DISEASES 

DURING  THE 

YEAR. 

DISEASE. 

MALE. 

FEMALE. 

TOTAL. 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

4 

0 

10 

Diabetes 

l 

0 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

3 

2 

5 

Heart  Disease  ... 

0 

5 

10 

Arterio  Sclerosis 

3 

2 

5 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

2 

1 

3 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

0 

2 

2 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

1 

0 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

5 

fi 

11 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation 

0 

1 

l 

Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  During  1925. 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Non -Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Noil-Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

1 

years  . . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

20 

— 

1 

— 

1  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35 

,,  ... 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45 

}  J  •  *  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

G5 

years  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

2 

5 

2 

4 

2 

2 

0 

1 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

No  notification  has  been  received  of  any  tuberculous  employees  in  connection  with  the  milk  trade. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Article  3.  No  notices  have  been  served  under  Article  5.  No 
appeals  under  Article  (i. 

No  cases  in  which  compensation  has  been  paid. 

Public  Health  Acts,  1925  (Section  62). 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  this  section  during  1925. 

All  cases  notified  are  at  once  visited  by  me  and  advice  is  given  as  to  Sanatorium  treatment,  etc. 
if  necessary  and  due  enquiry  made  as  to  the  source  of  infection. 

All  cases  reported  are  officially  notified  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  weekly,  also  to  the  latter  a  quarterly  return  is  forwarded. 

The  notification  of  Tuberculosis  is  still  unsatisfactory,  more  especially  the  non-pulmonary  form 
but  there  was  no  evidence  of  wilful  neglect  or  refusal  to  notify. 

Review  of  New  Cases  and  Mortality  (Years  1920-24). 


1920 

Pulmonary. 

5 

Nou-Pulmonary. 

5 

Deaths. 

2 

1921 

3 

0 

1 

1922 

4 

2 

4 

1923 

1 

0 

4 

1924 

5 

2 

7 

From  the  above  review  it  will 

be  seen  that  there 

is  no  improvement  in 

the  number 

deaths  during  the  past  five  years.  The  great  difficulty  experienced  here  is  that  patients  returning  from 
Sanatoria  cannot  have,  in  many  cases,  the  necessary  isolation  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  houses,  and 

fresh  air  owing  to  the  locality  in  which  they  reside,  hence  the  benefit  resulting  from  their  Sanatorium 

treatment  cannot  be  maintained. 

I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  S.  HAWTHORNE,  F.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 

April,  1926.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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